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cases. In all cases of fever albumen was looked for in the urine, and, occurring, it was 
taken as a pathognomonic sign of yellow fever. All fevers were treated on an expectant 
plan for a few days until there was no doubt as to diagnosis. During the epidemic no 
effort was made to study the disease in its bacteriological phase either from secretions, 
dejecta, or blood, nor was there any attempt made to distinguish by early microscopic 
examination of the blood the malarial fevers to which are attributed many deaths, 
some of which were doubtless of yellow fever. 

Cases and deaths of yellow fever in Bahiafrom May 7 to July SI, 1899, inclusive. 



Where treated. 



Cases in residences 

Died in residences 

Cases in city hospitals... 
Died in city hospitals.... 
Cases in Bom Despacho 
Died in Bom Despacho . 
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Total cases in Bahia for three months, 399, with 174 deaths. 

CHINA. 



Plague in Hongkong in 1897 and 1898. 

Consulate-General of the United States, 

Hongkong, August 5, 1899. 

Sir : I have the honor to inclose copy of the Government Gazette 
dated July 29, 1899, containing a report on the prevalence of plague 
in the colony of Hongkong during the years 1897 and 1898, which I 
think will be found of interest. It will be noted that of the 1,320 
cases reported during the year 1898, 1,298 cases occurred between the 
months of February and June, inclusive, which are the wet months of 
this colony, or, probably, more properly speaking, during the cold 
months, when the temperature ranges about 78 degrees. During the 
summer time there are hardly ever any cases of plague. It is not 
believed here that the 1,320 cases reported begin to represent anything 
like the number of cases that have actually occurred. As soon as 
a Chinaman finds that he is attacked with the plague, or with any other 
disease of any moment, he starts at once, if he is able, and if not, his 
relatives convey him to Chinese territory, thereby relieving the rela- 
tives of the expense of his funeral and of fumigating his premises. 
The Chinese object to European treatment, and to European methods. 
Dividing the population into Chinese and non-Chinese, it is found that 
the mortality among the non-Chinese attacked was 65.3' per cent. 
Among the Chinese, 89.6 per cent; the number of European cases 
being 26 for 1898, as against 16 for 1896, the first great plague year. 
Eespectfully, yours, Bounsavelle Wildman, 

Consul- General. 

The honorable the Assistant Secretary of State. 

Tlnclosure. 1 

Cases and deaths from bubonic plague reported during 1897. 

May 21 to December 21, 21 cases, IS deaths. 

Cases and deaths from bubonic plague reported during 1898. 

January, 9 cases ; February, 67 cases ; March, 137 cases ; April, 468 cases ; May, 
534 cases ; June, 92 cases ; July, 7 cases ; August, 2 cases ; September, 1 case ; Octo- 
ber, 2 cases ; November, cases ; December, 1 case. Total cases, 1,320. Total deaths, 
1,175. Percentage mortality, 89.0. 



